
Tripping Nickels – Jack E. McCoy 
 

 

 This is one of those illusions that must be in magic literature somewhere. I’ve never seen it, but can’t 

imagine it not already have been discovered by someone, somewhere. It will shock your relatives beyond 

relativity, non-family members as well. I sold this at the local magic shop and ended up keeping the last 

remaining copy for posterity. 

 

Why nickels? Well, they’re obviously smaller, which offers certain advantages. They’re shiny, so they 

glimmer. Plus, most everyone has at least a nickel in their pocket. 

 

Of course, this trick will work with any coin. It’s not nickel specific, just nickel preferred. 

 

I will be presenting 2 different endings for your choosing. 

 

Effect: 

  Two nickels are borrowed and placed on the table. One spectator writes his initials on one coin, another 

spectator writes his initials on the other. The magician picks up both nickels and squeezes them together 

to where they are now only one nickel, with both spectators’ initials on it! All may be examined and this 

trick is impromptu. 

 

 
 

 
 

1. When you reach into your pocket with the 

left hand to get the marker, secretly clip an 

extra nickel between your middle and ring 

fingers. As you’re removing the cap or 

however you can, glimpse into the top of your 

palm and note which side of the coin is visible 

(upward). For explanation purposes, have the 

tail side up. 

Place two nickels on the table, the one on the 

right head side up, the other tail side up. 

2. Ask the spectator to take the marker. With 

the right hand, point to the coin on the table 

whose head side is showing (on the right), the 

left hand dropping casually to the side of the 

body. Ask the spectator to put his initials on 

the coin that you’re pointing to. During this, 

use the left thumb to poke the secret nickel out 

the other side of the left middle and ring 

fingers. 
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3. After the spectator finishes, the right hand picks up the 

signed coin and moves leftward. During this time, the left 

hand starts rotating palm up as it moves rightward. Just 

as the left hand is palm up, the right-hand places the 

signed nickel on top of the secret nickel. Blow on the 

nickel to ensure the ink is dry.  

The First Switch 

4. The left thumb lowers onto the signed nickel. Secretly 

the extra nickel’s edge (that’s sticking out below the 

fingers) is lowered onto the table. Move your hand 

towards yourself slightly so the secret coin’s tail side 

starts to be upward. 

5. The hand starts rotating palm downward. The thumb 

maintains its grip on the signed nickel. The extra nickel 

will start becoming visible. 

6. The signed nickel becomes finger palmed as the left 

thumb and index extend, pantomiming letting go of the 

coin that’s now on the table. It will appear to the 

spectator that you simply turned the signed coin over. 

7. Take the marker from the spectator and write a ‘N’ on 

the side showing.  

8. The spectator now believes that nickel has his 

initials on the bottom side and an ‘N’ on its top side. 

Its bottom side is blank. The initialed coin is secretly 

in your left hand. In the photograph, the fingers are 

opened more than they normally would be. Now 

write an ‘S’ on the other nickel that’s on the table. 
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The 2nd Switch (created by John Scarne) 

9. The fingers approach the coin with the ‘S’ on it. 

10. The thumb presses on its edge, causing it to tilt 

upward and onto the finger tips.  

11. The hand turns palm down, the thumb retaining 

its grip on the ‘S’ coin as the initialed coin ends up 

on the table and is brought into view as the hand 

moves towards you. The spectators will believe this 

to be the other side of the ‘S’ coin. Ask another 

spectator to put his initials on the side showing. 

12. Take the marker from him and as you put it away, 

ditch the nickel that’s in your hand into the pocket as 

well. The spectators now believe the left coin has 

initials on the top side, an ‘S’ on its bottom, the right 

coin has an ‘N’ on its top, the other spectator’s 

initials on the bottom. 

Ending 1 

13. This is the simplest ending. With the left hand, 

pick up the coin on the left. 
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14. Place it on the coin to the right. 

15. Pick up both coins and place them into the right 

hand’s fingertips as illustrated. Point the coins 

toward the spectators to display the first set of 

initials. 

16. Transfer the coins to the left hand’s finger tips, 

but only take the front coin. The right hand retains 

its grip on the other coin 

17. The left hand turn the coin towards the spectators 

so they can see the other initials and since they can 

only see the end coin, they will assume the other coin 

to be behind it. During this time, the right hand has 

dropped naturally to the side and ditched its coin into 

a pocket during the strong misdirection. 

18. Close the hand around the coin and pretend to 

squeeze massively. Open the hand and allow the 

spectator to take the coin and see that both initials 

are on that single coin! It appears you squeezed 

both coins into one. Allow the spectator to examine 

or keep it. 

14 

 

15 

16 

17 

18 



 

 

 

 

This is the cleanest looking of the two, but requires some practice. It’s basically a Jay Sankey variation of 

the Tenkai pinch, with a different task. I will teach you the basic move which begins after step 14 

(previously explained). Important note: The next photographs are for teaching purposes, and not the 

usual position of the hand. In actual performance, the hand is palm down, about waist level (maybe a little 

lower). The move happens during the closing of your hand (with both coins) into a fist. After that, you 

squeeze tightly, and when you open your hand, there’s now only one coin. Yes, definitely the best 

looking. 
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Ending 2 

 

19. After picking the two nickels (stacked) off the 

table, arrange them in the hand as illustrated (19). 

The coin with the signatures need to be against the 

fingers. The thumb is against the other nickel. 

20. Applying pressure, the thumb pushes its nickel 

off the other, 

21. around the finger tips, 

22. and over to where the pinky can slightly extend 

and pinch the nickel between itself and the ring 

finger. In the photo, the right hand is palm up for 

explanation purposes only. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

As soon as the hand opens, remove the coin and draw attention to both signatures now being on it, which 

takes the heat off your hand. 
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23. Remember, this is all happening below your 

hand and as it is closing into a fist. The tricky part 

is maintaining control of the nickel and not 

dropping it.  

24. When the nickel is securely squeezed behind 

the fingers by the pinky and ring finger, the hand 

starts rotating palm up, the fingers opening at 

equal speed (to keep the pinched coin out of 

sight). 

The extra coin is hidden below the 

fingers. 

25. Open the fingers fully. The 

fingers should be pointing 

mostly rightward and just 

about waist level. 

26. Remove the visible coin and hand it to 

the spectator for examination. As the right 

hand is handing the coin out, the left-hand 

drops, slightly closing as well, and ditches 

the hidden coin into a pocket. 


